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Dear Friends,
‘Re-Discovering Learning’ aims to unveil the propensity to learn in 
children.  The speakers will address the theoretical and practical 
aspects of Assessment and Teaching.

I invite you to participate in our XI International Conference to      
‘Re-Discover’ Teaching.

Sincerely Yours,
 

Lalitha Ramanujan
Founder - Director
Alpha to Omega 
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Incorporating a Structured Language 
Approach to Developing Literacy Skills
Research indicates that literacy skills taught in 
isolation are not as effective as skills taught in 
connection to one another. This workshop will  
guide teachers on how to use NILD materials in 
a structured language approach to develop 
reading fluency, vocabulary and comprehension 
skills. Hands-on practice and active 
participation in this dynamic workshop will 
equip educators with more effective teaching 
tools to build literacy skills.

Linking Assessment to Practice- How the 
WISC-IV informs intervention approaches
This workshop will consider how various 
aspects of cognitive assessment translate into 
classroom performance.  The Wechsler 
Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC-IV) will be 
examined in the light of processing and 
perceptual skills that can be developed through 
NILD educational therapy.  Individual WISC-IV 
subtests will be reviewed and linked to NILD 
educational therapy techniques to enhance 
efficiency in processing and reasoning skills.

Mapping Non-traditional Teacher Education
This session will focus on exploring ways the 
critical features of Multiple Abilities Program 
(MAP), a highly innovative approach to preparing 
teachers that can be adapted and integrated 
into Indian teacher-education programs. MAP 
was recently recognized by the International 
Reading Association as one of the most unique 
and exemplary courses in America. MAP is 
non-traditional teaching course, meaning 
teachers do not take separate courses in 
classroom management, instead they are 
presented with major projects in the areas of 
Professionalism, The Learner, 
Communication/Collaboration and Facilitating 
Learning that are required to integrate the 
concepts and skills that are needed in order to 
teach effectively.  MAP focuses on developing 
basic competencies in instructional methods.

Using Specialized Visual Tools to Promote 
Disciplinary Thinking and Literacy 
This workshop will focus on highly specialized 
visual devices called Differentiated Visual Tools 
(DVTs) that are designed for systematically 
integrating instruction in discipline-specific 
language literacy standards with instruction in 
individual science, history, literature &math 
content. Participants will explore and practice 
using DVT software as they examine an 
extensive array of samples of how K-12 teachers 
have used them as well as explore various 
stratagems for providing DVT-based instruction. 
We will examine how DVTs reduce cognitive 
load by enabling teachers to “see” how to 
explicitly address complex Core standards in 
relatively simple, straightforward ways.

Kristin Barbour Dr. Edwin Ellis

Kristin is the Executive Director 
of the National Institute for 
Learning Development (NILD).  
It focuses on building the 
competence and confidence of 
those who struggle to learn by 
training educators, developing 
minds through learning 
programs and implementing 
research-based, best-practice 
interventions to bring lasting 
change for struggling learners. 

Prior to working at NILD, Kristin 
worked as an inpatient 
speech-language pathologist at 
Children’s Hospital of the King’s 
Daughters.  She is also an 
authorized trainer of the 
Feuerstein Instrumental 
Enrichment program.

Dr. Edwin Ellis, Professor, 
University of Alabama Research 
Affiliate, University of Kansas 
Center for Research on 
Learning teaches graduate 
courses in special education and 
undergraduate courses in the 
Special Education Collaborative 
Teacher Program and the 
Multiple Abilities Program 
(MAP). MAP focuses on 
understanding children and 
teaching them from a 
developmental perspective.
Ellis is one of the original 
authors of the Strategic 
Instruction Model (SIM) 
developed at the University of 
Kansas Center for Research on 
Learning. He is currently on the 
Executive Board of the Division 
of Learning Disabilities in the 
Council for Exceptional 
Children. He has also served as 
President of the International 
Council for Learning Disabilities. 
Dr. Ellis is a Co-Editor of 
Teaching Adolescents with 
Learning Disabilities with Drs. 
Donald Deshler and Keith Lenz.



Instrumental Enrichment Demonstration
Instrumental Enrichment (IE) tools are designed 
to enhance individuals’ learning and thinking 
strategies that can be applied in a broad variety 
of situations. There are two Instrumental 
Enrichment (IE) programs: The IE Basic 
program is for young children and 
low-functioning individuals, while the IE 
Standard program is aimed towards older 
children, high school students and adult 
learners.

During the IE sessions, a trained Feuerstein 
mediator leads learners, either one-on-one or in 
a classroom, through increasingly complex 
cognitive tasks and works with them on how to 
analyze a problem and how to solve it 
systematically. The progressive nature of the IE 
tools allows the learner’s progress to be 
monitored, and the program to be modified in 
accordance with the learner’s developing needs.

This conference session will include description 
of the main goals of IE program and hands-on 
experience with selected IE tasks.

LPAD
The LPAD assessment is designed to identify 
the individual’s degree of cognitive flexibility and 
modifiability and consists of a series of tasks 
that include active interaction between the 
examiner and the client. It takes between nine 
and fifteen hours to administer and is done over 
the course of several days or even several 
weeks, depending on the individual. As opposed 
to IQ tests, which measure a person's current 
performance level, the goal of the LPAD is to 
measure cognitive and learning potential, which 
often goes unrecognized in immigrants, 
members of minority groups, and individuals 
with learning disabilities or special needs. The 
examiner focuses on the changes in the 
individual’s performance, not on the comparison 
with age norm, in order to get a better measure 
of the individual’s ability to learn and adapt.The 
LPAD not only measures the learning potential 
of the assessed person, but also highlights 
those cognitive areas that need enhancement in 
order to realize this potential.

This conference session will outline the 
application of LPAD with different populations of 
learners.

The Power of Mediation
Cognitive development occurs through an 
individual-environment interaction. This 
interaction is affected by certain characteristics 
of the organism (including those of heredity, 
organicity, maturation, the likes and qualities of 
the environment (educational opportunities, 
socio-economic status, cultural experience, 
emotional contacts with significant others). 
Changes produced by interaction between the 
organism and the environment happen through 
two modalities: (a) as a direct learning 
experience, immediately consequent to direct 
exposure to stimulation and (b) through a 
mediated learning experience that requires the 
presence and activity of a human being to filter, 
select, interpret and elaborate that which has 
been experienced. MLE theory holds that the 
organismic and environmental factors are distal 
determinants of cognitive development (causing 
differential responses to the environment), 
whereas MLE constitutes the proximal 
determinant that influences structural cognitive 
development and the potential for being 
adaptive to and modified by the experience.

This conference session will outline different 
applications of MLE in educational and clinical 
contexts.

Rabbi Feuerstein is the 
President of the Feuerstein 
Institute which engages in the 
research, development and 
dissemination of the Feuerstein 
Method, a series of cognitive 
tools to systematically assess 
and advance thinking and 
learning skills. In 1993, he 
joined the Feuerstein Institute, 
where he specialized in 
cognitive-dynamic assessment. 
Over several years, he and his 
father developed additional 
methods of intervention and 
assessment. 

Rafi is involved in the 
development of the Feuerstein 
Method for the Elderly and 
designing and implementing 
program paradigms for 
application with disadvantaged 
and special needs populations. 

Rabbi Refael (Rafi) Feuerstein



Role of Special Educators in the diagnosis of 
eye and vision disorders in
Children with Learning Disability
Every parent is concerned about their child’s 
academic success that relies heavily on their 
reading habits. The concern of a parent 
increases multi-fold when the child has 
learning disability. Among the 3-10% of children 
with LD in the school going population, 50% are 
found to have vision disorders including 
refractive errors and oculomotor dysfunctions. 
As we all know, reading habits depend majorly 
on good vision. Many parents and teachers are 
not aware of these visual issues that can 
contribute to their poor reading performance.
Considering their visual needs, a 
comprehensive assessment of the visual 
system and appropriate management is 
warranted in this special population. This 
workshop would focus on training special 
educators on screening of basic eye and vision 
problems. This ensures three advantages; 1) 
early detection of the problems by the teacher, 
2) capacity building of the teacher to sustain this 
initiative every year and 3) understand the basic 
management strategies that can be adopted to 
improve reading efficiency of the child.

Subsequent assessment and vision training by 
eye care professionals would enhance the 
visual efficiency of these children for effortless 
reading.

Jameel Rizwana Hussaindeen

Jameel Rizwana Hussain deen   
M.Phil Opt, FCOVD-I, FAAO - 
Incharge, Binocular Vision Clinic, 
Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai, 
Lecturer - Elite School of 
Optometry. 
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REGISTRATION FORM
“Re-Discovering Learning”

XI  International Conference, January  2015

ALPHA  TO  OMEGA  LEARNING  CENTRE,  Chennai, India &
National Institute for Learning Development, Norfolk, USA

CONFERENCE –  “Re-Discovering Learning”

TIME  DAY 1
8.00 am - 9.00 am Registration
9.00 am - 10.30 am Rabbi Refael (Rafi) Feuerstein - Introduction to the Theory of Structural   
  Cognitive Modifiability
10.30 am - 11.00 am Tea  Break
11.00 am - 12.00 noon Dr. Edwin Ellis - Multiple Abilities Program
12.00 noon - 12.30 pm Alpha to Omega Learning Centre - Intervention is a process &
  Sankara Nethralaya - Role of Special Educators in the diagnosis of eye and
  vision disorders in children with learning disability
12.30 pm - 1.30  pm Lunch  Break
1.30 pm - 3.30 pm Kristin Barbour - The need for Therapeutic Intervention- WISC
3.30 pm - 4.00 pm Tea  Break
4.00 pm - 5.00 pm Rabbi Refael (Rafi) Feuerstein - (Demo) Learning Potential Assessment Device

  DAY    2
9.00 am - 10.00 am Rabbi Refael (Rafi) Feuerstein - Overview- Basic FIE Instruments 

  HALL   A HALL  B  
10.00 am - 12.30 pm* Dr. Edwin Ellis  Kristin Barbour
  Differentiated Visual Tools Incorporating a Structured Language  
   Approach to Developing Literacy Skills

* Select your choice of speech to attend for 10 am to 12.30 pm on Day 2.

Register for the conference by sending the filled registration form to :
Alpha to Omega Learning Centre, 58, New Avadi Road, Kilpauk, Chennai 600010, India
Tel: 91 4426443090,  91 4467458218. Email: atolctraining@gmail.com. www.alphatoomega.org

...................................................................................................................................................................



REGISTRATION FEE
 Participant Before  December 15th,  2014    After December 15th,  2014
 Indian Rs  4750    Rs  5250
 Members Rs 4000      Rs 4250
 Foreign $120      $150

Bank Details
Bank Name: Indian Bank
Beneficiary: Alpha to Omega Learning Centre
Account No: 400 6586 24
Address: Harleys Road, Kilpauk, Chennai 600010, Tamil Nadu, India
IFSC Code: IDIB000K071
Swift Code: CITIUS 33FINAL CREDIT TO (ROUTED) IDIBINDBBTSY 

HOTEL INFORMATION
 Kohinoor Asiana  044 6741 1000
 IBIS +91 8939852707
 Novotel +91 8939852707
 Sabari Classic          +91 9840966628
 Centre Point 044 2450 9000
 Angel’s Nest 044 2450 2799

For more details please contact
Alpha to Omega Learning Centre,
58, New Avadi Road, Kilpauk, Chennai 600010, India
Tel:91 4426443090,  91 4467458218
Website: www.alphatoomega.org
Email: atolctraining@gmail.com
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